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PREP 2008 Symposium Report 
 
The 21st International Symposium, Exhibit and 
Workshops on Preparative/Process Chromatography, 
PREP 2008, chaired by Professor Georges Guiochon 
(University of Tennessee and ORNL) was held on 
June 15-18, 2008 in San Jose, California, the 
technology center of California. 
 
The PREP 2008 Symposium offered five training 
workshops that addressed both small molecule and 
biomolecule separations, a better understanding of 
fundamental issues involved in the design of prep 
units, training in the tools needed to apply 
chromatographic technologies to industrial 
manufacturing, computer-based practical scale-up 
exercises and the applications of regulations to 
achieve manufacturing quality. 
 
The vendor exhibit provided ample opportunities for 
interaction with symposium participants who became 
acquainted with the latest developments in stationary 
phases, columns, pumps, control equipment, 
chromatography consumables, ancillary units, and 
contract manufacturing services from the 
analytical/lab scale all the way to the full process 
scale. Many vendors invited participants to lunchtime 
workshops addressing SMB equipment, novel base-
stable RPLC media, continuous chromatography, 
recent developments in preparative enantioselective 
separations, automated systems for product 

collection, method development, and practical issues 
in bioprocess chromatography scale-up. 
 
The rich scientific program addressed a broad range 
of scientific and technological issues and advances 
related to the preparative purification of biomolecules, 
especially monoclonal antibodies, plasmids, and 
virus, of peptides, as well as of a broad range of 
small molecules, particularly chiral compounds.  
 
New this year was the inclusion of three prominent 
“industrial case studies” sessions, one on protein 
chromatography, one on chiral separations, and one 
on preparative and small scale prep HPLC.  
 
Product quality and productivity by chromatographic 
process design, innovations in the theory, design and 
operation of simulated moving bed chromatography 
were presented along with advances in modeling to 
design robust preparative purification processes in a 
biopharmaceutical manufacturing environment. The 
scale-down and miniaturization of SMB equipment 
was also discussed as a tool for process 
development and lab testing.  
 
This condensed selective view of PREP 2008 would 
not be complete without reporting the level of 
scientific enthusiasm present at that symposium. 
Participants were well satisfied.   
 

  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
The PREP 2008 Symposium was chaired by Professor Georges Guiochon (Univ. of Tennessee and ORNL). Organizing 
Committee members were Firoz Antia (Palatin Technologies), Giorgio Carta (Univ. Virginia), Olivier Dapremont (Ampac Fine 
Chemicals), John Frenz (GlobeImmune), Anita Katti (Purdue Univ. Calumet), Joan Newburger (Johnson & Johnson), and 
Christopher Welch (Merck). Ms. Janet Cunningham of Barr Enterprises was the symposium manager.  
 
The following companies provided generous financial support: Akzo Nobel/Kromasil, DAISO Fine Chem USA, Genentech, 
MedImmune, Merck, Pfizer, Varian, YMC. 
 
 


